SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
"made up" and appeared to be a very happy person.
Her age was twenty-seven. Explaining her life to me,
she said that she was married, but lived alone, with her
mother. Her husband was a theatrical producer who
worked in Murmansk, the only unfrozen port on the
Arctic coast.   She had a small boy, aged five, who
lived with relatives of hers at Batum, on the Black Sea.
She said she and her husband, between them, earned
plenty of money and lacked nothing but house-room.
I asked her why she did not live with her husband and
child, either at Murmansk or in Leningrad, in a
"normal" domestic fashion.  The explanation was as
follows. Her husband could, if he wished, get a much
better-paid job in Leningrad than in Murmansk, but he
preferred the latter. He lived a completely ascetic life
in the far North, meeting scarcely any women and
devoting himself entirely to his self-chosen job, the
raising of enthusiasm among the primitive .inhabitants
of the North for the building and working of a really
fine theatre. Her husband bad devoted his life to this
cause and would sacrifice everything for it.  Then, I
asked, why did she not herself go to Murmansk and
help him in his job. She explained that she also had her
job and was very busy, especially during the winter
months, studying for a degree at the university, a
degree in the Marxist interpretation of history and the
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